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In addition to Task Force meetings, members (1) met with
musicians and worshipers at Wednesday evening service, Women at
the Well, Chancel Choir, Ruth Circle, Worship and Music Committee,
Social Concerns Committee, Evangelism Committee, Junior/Senior
High School Sunday School class, (2) held an open forum between
Sunday morning worship services, and (3) hosted an open pot-luck
dinner to encourage discussion of worship at Grace.
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Worship Task Force
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

April 20, 2009

Present: Jean Baranski, RaNae’ Blood, Pastor Burkard, Bob Haaf, Pastor Jacobs, Harold
Johnson, Marilyn Lohmann, Vicki Quraishi, Jessica Reau

1. Devotions—Pastor Jacobs.

2. The purpose of the Task Force is to discuss what worship is and the centrality of worship to
the Christ-centered community of Grace. We will also discuss how to maintain and
strengthen Grace’s focus on worship. Although we will, at some point, discuss ways that
worship can best be accomplished at Grace, this is not a Sunday-Morning-Schedule-Task-
Force. 

3. Pastor Jacobs presented What is the Church? From the Augsburg Confession, Article VII: The
church is “the assembly of all believers wherever the gospel is preached in its purity and
the holy sacraments are administered according to the Gospel.” 

Three things are the basis of the Church: The Bible, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper.
These three are the instruments that help us navigate through this world to achieve God’s
will. The Bible contains the inspired word of God and points us to the good-news of Jesus
Christ. In Baptism the old self dies and the new self is born in Christ, forgiven and
renewed. And in the Lord’s Supper we focus on our salvation through Christ’s
death—“for as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.” 

Three things and only three things? Yes. Other things (buildings, hymnals, liturgies,
pastors, church councils, Sunday schools, etc.) are only important as they help us keep the
focus on God’s word and the sacraments.

[An article by Robert Rimbo from The Lutheran, October 2007 is attached—Stuff: Even
at worship, we need 'stuff'. Bishop Rimbo asked “What is essential?” in worship. His
answer was that the book (Bible) and bread-and-wine are essential; perhaps he would
have added Baptism to the list if he had heard Pastor Jacobs’ presentation.]

4. Pastor Jacobs distributed copies of a statement he had written when Grace began to discuss
Talking Worship. 

5. Committee members designated Marilyn Lohmann as secretary of the Task Force and Bob
Haaf as its chairperson.
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WORSHIP TASK FORCE
GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

May 21, 2009
Present: Jean Baranski, Pr. Holli Burkard, Brandon DeMars, Bob Haaf, Pr. Merlin Jacobs,
Harold Johnson, Marilyn Lohmann, Vicki Quraishi and Wend Zaciewski
Absent: RaNae' Blood, Ashley Lewis and Jessica Reau

Devotions and prayer led by Marilyn Lohmann. Luke 24:44-53 was read, followed by a short
devotion on the meaning of Ascension Day.

- The purpose of the Talking Worship Task Force is the renewal and strengthening of our

worship life at Grace. The taskforce will at all times keep the Council and congregation

informed of its work. The congregation is encouraged to join in open conversation and

ask questions. We are interested in what you have to say about worship and we welcome

your inquiries

- Tonight's question, WHAT IS WORSHIP? What do the Ten Commandments
say about worship?

- Pr. Jacobs led our discussion. In Exodus 20, God formed a covenant with Israel at Mt.
Sinai. The Ten Commandments changed history, giving us timeless truths and clear
moral standards. The commandments govern the relationship between God and those
who love Him.

The following are comments made during discussion:
- The order of the Ten Commandments are very important.
- We worship God alone, because he becomes jealous of us worshipping

anyone else.
- God wants to be #1.

 Don't misuse God's name.

-     What is our first priority in life?
- How we worship says a lot about our physical well being. If God is not 1  in our life,St

something else is taking its place.

Worship is to keep God primary in our lives.
The Third Commandment wants us to carve out time to worship and study the word of God.

We need spiritual discipline to worship with community of faith.
- We need silent time in our lives.

Worship is a heavenly encounter with God, sometimes it is quiet and sometimes loud.
Something in worship should connect us with God.

- Worship gives rhythm to our life — it is not good to work all of the
time, by doing so, it hurts our relationship with God.

- Need to worship in spirit and truth.
There is ritual to worship — ritual gives meaning to our lives, remembering who we are
and what our purpose is — to celebrate life.

Pastor Jacobs briefly commented on Luther and the reformers and how they restored the
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worship of the people. There was very little involvement by the people in worship prior to
the Reformation.
- Reviewed three types of Tradition in Worship

Tradition of faith
Lutheran Tradition
Local Tradition

- Reviewed styles of worship (Traditional and Contemporary) and their differences

- What is central to worship and is it meaningful?
Worship is for everyone.

Summary of discussion:
- The first four commandments are about our relationship with God. The rest of the

commandments are about our relationship with one another.

- Worship is:
About God.

- Being with other believers.
- Part of a rhythm of life.
- Being in the presence of the holy.
- An encounter with God.
- Time to remember that we are someone that Christ has died for.
- About being healed by Jesus Christ.

Worship Task Force
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

June 18, 2009

Present: Jean Baranski, RaNae’ Blood, Pr. Holli Burkard, Brandon DeMars, Bob Haaf, Pr.
Merlin Jacobs, Harold Johnson, Vicki Quraishi, Jessica Reau

A. Devotions—Bob Haaf

B. Pastor Jacobs led a discussion on the relation between Worship and Christian Education.

1. Gospel and Law

 Gospel (a) is the good news of Jesus Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and His coming
again; (b) saves us from sin and death; (c) tells what God has done and is doing.

Law (a) can give order to life; (b) points to our sin and our incompleteness; (c) is about what
we have or have not done ans well as who we are and are not. Law often brings bad
news in that it shows us how we have fallen short (are falling short). However, if law
is the only thing we have, then it can destroy what it was meant to protect.

2. The Baptismal Vow

The baptismal vow reflects God’s promise; it represents both education and worship; and it
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includes expectations of parents, sponsors, and members of the congregation.

“As you present your child/children for baptism, you are entrusted with gifts and
responsibilities: to live with them among God”s faithful people, bring them to the
word of God and the holy supper, and nurture them in faith and prayer, so that they
may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and
the world God made, and work for justice and peace among all people. Names, do
you promise to help your child/children grow in the Christian faith and life?”

C. Liturgy is Biblical (see next page)

Our liturgy, liturgical prayers, and creeds are based on scripture. If worship is to be
meaningful we need a good understanding of this scriptural basis. Education
strengthens worship—education for adults as well as for children. And worship
strengthens Christian Education.

Worship Christian
Education

D. How Do Worship and Christian Education Differ?

In many ways the focus of Christian Education is on the learner (child or adult); in contrast,
the focus of worship is on God—praising and thanking Him. Although Christian
Education can be geared to the learner’s age and can be made age-appropriate,
worship is inter-generational.

E. Are Grace’s present Sunday School and service schedules best for promoting a strong
relation between worship and Christian Education?

Our children’s Sunday School schedule separates children from worship; it does not teach
children how to worship; it separates the generations.

What about Christian Education for adults? At present too little emphasis is placed on adult
Bible study.
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! Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
(John 14)

! Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the

churches of Christ greet you. (Romans 16)

Offert ory
! What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to

me? (Psalm 116)

Gr eat Tha nks giving
! The angels called to another and said: Holy, holy,

holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his
glory." (Isaiah 6)

!
The crowds that went ahead of him and that

followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of
David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" (Matthew
21)

!
For I received from the Lord what I also handed

on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he
was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body
that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In
the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
(1 Corinthians 11)

Lord's Prayer
! Pray then in this way: "Our Father in heaven .

. . " (Matthew 6)

Bre aki ng of  Bre ad
! The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him

and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world!" (John 1)

Can tic le: N u n c D im itti s
! Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,

saying, "Master, now you are dismissing your servant
in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." (Luke
2)

Benedi ct ion
! You shall say to them, The Lord bless you and keep

you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and
be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance
upon you, and give you peace. (Numbers 6)

Conf ession and For giveness
! If we say that we have no sin, we deceive

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. (1 John 1)

Apostol ic Gr eeting
! The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with all of you (2 Corinthians 13)

Kyr ie
! They called out, saying, "Jesus, Master, have

mercy on us!" (Luke 17)

Hym n of  Prai se: Gl ory t o God
! Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth

peace among those whom he favors! (Luke
2)

Hym n of  Prai se: Thi s i s t he  Feast
! "To the one seated on the throne and to the

Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might
forever and ever!" (Revelation 5)

Salut at ion
! Boaz said to the reapers, "The Lord be with you."

They answered, "The Lord bless you." (Ruth 2)

! The angel came to her and said, "Greetings,

favored one! The Lord is with you." (Luke
1:28)

General  Verse
! Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom can

we go? You have the words of eternal life." (John
6:68)

Lent en V erse
! Return to the Lord your God, and you and your

children obey him with all your heart and with all
your soul. (Deuteronomy 30)

!
The Lord is slow to anger, and abounding in

steadfast love. (Numbers 14)

Pray ers
! First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,

intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, for kings and, all who are in high
position, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and dignity
(1 Timothy 2)

! Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,

"Father, into your hands I commend my spirit."
(Luke 23)

Peace

The Litu rgy  Is Bi bli cal
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Worship Task Force
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

July 23, 2009

Present: Pastor Jacobs, Harold Johnson, Bob Haaf, Brandon DeMars, Wendy Zaciewski, Vicki
Quraishi

Please read and review all handouts from the meeting

A. Devotions: Is God Real? Harold Johnson
B. UpdateCmeeting after evening worship on July 8. Pastor Jacobs and Bob Haaf met with a

number of people to explain (1) the purpose of the Task ForceCto focus on renewal of
worship life in the congregation and (2) what the information the Task Force has been
studying at its meetings. Our emphasis was on

C. Worship and Christian Education (continued). The focus of worship is on God; the focus of
Christian education is on the learner, adult or child. Questions raised: Why don=t more
adults attend Bible study? Why don=t more children attend Sunday School?
Handouts:

Top 10 reasons to worship this summer.
Attendance Angst.

D. Should children attend worship services? Are children the future of Grace? No. They, as are
our adults, part of the now of Grace.
Handouts:

How can we involve children in worship?
Should Children Attend Adult Worship?

E. Frequency of communion? Two questions are involved in this issue: How frequently should
the Lord=s Supper be offered at Grace? How frequently should an individual receive the
Lord=s Supper?
Handouts:

How Often Should a Congregation Celebrate Holy Communion?
What steps can we take to increase the frequency of Holy Communion?
The Sacrament of Holy Communion.

F. Spread the wordCcongregational update. The congregation is invited to learn more about the
Task Force by: (1) Attending one of the Task Force Forums that will be held on Sunday,
August 23 (one at 10am and one at12 noon). All members of the Task Force, please be
present at both of these forums. At these forums information will be presented about the
purpose of the Task Force and about what Task Force members have been studying. (2)
Reviewing the Task Force notebook that is in the library (room 8); it contains minutes of
all meetings, as well as other information. (3) Talking with members of the Task Force.
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Worship Task Force
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

August 20, 2009

Present: Jean Baranski, Pastor Holli Burkard, Brandon DeMars, Bob Haaf, Pastor Merlin Jacobs,
Harold Johnson, Ashley Lewis, Vicki Quraishi, Wendy Zaciewski

Excused: Marilyn Lohmann, Jessica Reau

Devotions: Pastor Jacobs—Exodus 12: 14-24 and the importance of rituals.

Discussion centered on the Task Force presentations on August 23. Pastor Jacobs’ suggested outline
included the following:

1. The Talking Worship Task Force was formed in April of 2009 to pursue three questions concerning
the Worship life Grace Lutheran Church. The questions include:
a. Would a different Sunday morning schedule enable Grace to be more effective in Worship

and Christian Education?
b. Should a Contemporary Service be part of our Sunday morning schedule?
c. How can we move to more frequent celebrations of Holy Communion'?

2. Members of the task force include Jean Baranski, Ranae Blood, Pastor Holli Burkard, Brandon
DeMars, Bob Haaf (Chair), Pastor Merlin Jacobs, Harold Johnson, Ashley Lewis, Marilyn
Lohmann, Vicki Quraishi, Jessica Reau and Wendy Zaciewski

3. The task force meets once a month and has met five times.
4. A basic question to ask is why is a Talking Worship Task Force necessary?
5. I asked for the task force because of my experience at Grace and concerns people have raised

through the years.

  , a. It is important to ask, from time to time why we do what we do. Worship and Christian
Education are central to our understanding of who we are and what our purpose is.

b. For several years our Christian Education Committee has been concerned;
Sunday School teachers usually do not attend worship
Children are rarely worshiping with their families
Recruiting Sunday School teachers is difficult, they want to worship. 
Few adults involved in Sunday morning Bible study.

c. Why does a Lutheran Congregation only offer Holy Communion on 25% of the Sundays of
the year when we consider every Sunday an Easter celebration and the sacrament of
Holy Communion is so central to our understanding of what it means to be Church.

d. Most churches with a contemporary service have found that when it is on a Sunday morning
they are better attended. Worship is still generally seen as something that takes place on
Sunday morning.

6. At its first meeting, the task force discussed what is the church? I made that my sermon on Mother's
Day.
a. The Church is an assembly of believers among who the Gospel is preached and the

sacraments are celebrated.
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b. God's Word, Baptism, Holy Communion and prayer are to the church what navigation
instruments in the cockpit of a plane are to the pilot. One trusts the instruments to guide
them to their destination.

7. At its second meeting, the task force discussed "What is Worship?"
a. Worship is to be part of the rhythm of life. God rested on the seventh day of creation and the

third commandment reinforced God's will for us.
b. The focus of worship is to be on God. When the focus is on something other than God then

we are worshiping something other than God.
c. God deserves thanks for all God has done and continues to do for us; especially for what he

has done by the crucifixion and resurrection of his son and our Savior, Jesus Christ.
8. At its third meeting, the task force discussed Worship and Christian Education?

a. At a child's baptism, the promise by parents mentions participation in worship and Christian
Education.

b. Knowledge of the Bible makes worship more meaningful.
i. The liturgy is Biblical.
ii. Knowing the Bible makes worship more meaningful as one hears the scripture

reading and hears references in the prayers, liturgy, etc to Biblical material.
iii. Christian education deepens our understanding of Christian teaching and prepares us

for living life as a Christian.
iv. Worship is inter-generational and focused on God.
v. Christian Education is age appropriate and focused on the individual
vi. Our Sunday schedule separates the generations.

1. Children are not taught the importance of worship.
2. Schedule does not encourage adult education..

9. At its fourth meeting, the task force discussed the frequency of Holy Communion.
a. Only one good reason to move towards more frequent Celebrations. Holy Communion is

God's gift by which the Holy Spirit pours out God's renewing love for us in Jesus Christ
even though we do not deserve it. That is why it is called a "means of grace."

b. The question of how often a congregation celebrates Holy Communion is not the same
question as how often a Christian should receive Holy Communion. Participation is by
invitation not by demand.

10. At its fifth meeting, the task force prepared for the August 23 presentation to the congregation and
discussed our next steps.

11. The next step is meeting with various groups in the congregation to hear your concerns and
suggestions as we move towards recommendations about the three original questions.

12. Why has the task force not even discussed the question of a Sunday morning schedule? 
a. The task force members and congregation need to understand the purpose of worship and

Christian Education and wt we are trying to accomplish on Sunday morning.
b. This process needs to be about what God wants.



Page 10 of  15

WORSHIP TASK FORCE
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

October 8, 2009
PRESENT:  Jean Baranski, Bob Haaf, Pr. Merlin Jacobs, Harold Johnson, Marilyn
Lohmann, Vicki Quaraishi, Jessica Reau, and Wendy Zaciewski,

EXCUSED: Pr. Holli  Burkard

ABSENT:  Brandon DeMars and Ashley Lewis, RaNae’ Blood unable to continue on
Task Force.

A. Devotions and prayer led  by Pr. Jacobs. Pastor read portions of  Romans 8  and the
question put forth to us was, WHO ARE YOU?  We can use many words to identify
who we are, but these identities are only a small part of “Who We Are”.  We are
primarily a child of God, which means we live in a secure relationship with God who
loves us.  This identity transcends all other identities.

B. The Task Force reviewed many of  the comments made by Grace members who
attended the Aug. 23, 2009 Forum, which was held between  the 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
services and again after the 11:00 a.m. service.

- Should we have Sunday school during or between services, what is best?
- Should children be in worship service?  If so,  worship service will have to have some changes.

- It is good for children to see how worship goes, maybe attend only a portion of the service.

- Years ago a sermonette was fashioned to educate  children, then they went to Sunday school.

- There is concern about times of services and frequency of communion.

- There are fears of losing the traditional worship.  However, the traditional  worship will always be the primary

worship, but the contemporary service offers something different in the way of worship/music.  The decisions on

these services should not be based on fear.  That is not what God  wants us to do.  Our decision should be Christ

centered.

- What about the need for more advertising?

-    What about the frequency of communion?

- Need to remind people of  Grace’s Mission Statement:
THE PURPOSE OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS TO INVITE EVERYONE TO GROW IN A
RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST AND TO LIVE IN OBEDIENCE TO GOD’S WILL.

C. Developing recommendations and receiving congregational input.
 1.  To  whom should we listen?
 Those who worship at all services including Wednesday night

Choir mbrs, directors, praise team, orchestra mbrs, parents of
children who are in choirs
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Parents of Sunday school children and Sr. High class mbrs.
Participants in Grace Bible studies
Sunday school teachers and Christian Education committee
Worship and Music committee

2. What do we want to ask?
What Sunday morning schedule (a) best meets God’s expectations for
Grace and (b) is consistent with Grace’s purpose statement?  Times of
Sunday and contemporary worship services; time of Sunday school; time
of Sunday morning and Wednesday evening Bible studies.  What  is God’s
expectation for the frequency with which the Lord’s Supper is offered at
Grace?

Task Force members were assigned to talk to various groups and get their input.
Ruth Circle – Jean Baranski and Pr. Jacobs
Global Mission – Vicki Quraishi
Women at the Well Bible Study – Marilyn Lohmann
Christian Education – Jean Baranski and Bob Haaf
Evangelism – Vicki Quraishi and Bob Haaf
Adult Choir – Harold Johnson and Vicki Quraishi
Wednesday evening Bible study- Bob Haaf and Vicki Quraishi
Wednesday evening service  - Wendy  Zaciewski
Worship and Music – Bob Haaf  and Vicki Quraishi

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Lohmann
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Worship Task Force 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Dec. 4, 2009 
 
PRESENT: Pr. Merlin Jacobs, Pr. Holli Burkard, Harold Johnson, Marilyn Lohmann, Vicki Quraishi,
Bob Haaf and Wendy Zaciewski 
 
EXCUSED: Jean Baranski 
 
ABSENT: Ashley Lewis and Brandon DeMars 
 
Meeting opened with prayer by Vicki Quraishi. 
 
The Worship Task Force to-date, has completed scheduled meetings with congregational members,
groups and committees. These meetings provided an opportunity for people to be listened to, and
comment on the issues that we as the Task Force have been discussing. The meetings were attended by
a good cross section of people. There were a variety of thoughts and ideas concerning Sunday/
week-day worship schedules, the nature of worship: traditional/contemporary and the frequency of
communion. 
 
POTLUCK 
The Task Force has scheduled a potluck for SUNDAY, JAN. 31, 2010 (4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.) in
Fellowship Hall. The purpose of this potluck is to solicit input/thinking about worship, by those who
have not had an opportunity to attend previous meetings. A general invitation will be given to the
congregation. A specific invitation will be given to parents of Sunday school age children, Jr. and Sr.
high school students and their parents, Sunday school teachers and musicians. Vicki Quraishi will
organize the set-up for potluck. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Marilyn Lohmann is responsible for getting announcements for potluck in the Sunday bulletin on Jan.
10, 17, 24 and 31. Announcement will be put in the January Words of Grace. There will be a verbal
announcement by Bob Haaf on Sunday, Jan. 10 and 24. Bob will also compose a letter for Sunday
school children to take home to parents, inviting them to potluck. 
 
DISCUSSION 
There was discussion by Task Force concerning: 
1. Sunday and week-day worship schedules. Should there be a contemporary service on Sunday
morning? If so, what time? Would there continue to be a contemporary service on Wednesday
evening? 
 
2. The nature of worship, Traditional and Contemporary. Pr. Jacobs commented, "If children are going
to be in worship, we need to find ways to incorporate them in service". Vicki Quraishi commented, that
the first worship style on Sunday morning should be a Traditional service, a Praise/Contemporary
service should be available on Sunday also. A Contemporary service could continue on some
Wednesdays as an evangelical outreach service. 
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3. Frequency of Holy communion/logistics. 
 
MEETINGS 
There will be a Worship Task Force meeting THURSDAY, JAN. 21, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. Bob Haaf will
invite Cindy Kluczynski, Nursery School Director, Ann Jacobs, Nancy Stepleton, 
Debbie Reeb, Peter Kramp, church musicians to attend this meeting. We would like them to share their
thoughts and ideas with us, about how they visualize functioning with different services. 
 
Another Worship Task Force meeting is scheduled for SATURDAY, FEB. 13 at 10:00 a.m. We as the
committee will be thinking carefully about the direction we want to go, and try to develop
recommendations. If we recommend changes, we need to explain why those change are important -
what do we hope to accomplish? We also need to explain how we will evaluate whether the goals have
been accomplished. Need to evaluate later if goals are working or not. 
 
Meeting closed with prayer by Pr. Burkard. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Marilyn Lohmann 

Worship Task Force
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

January 21, 2010

PRESENT:  Pr. Merlin Jacobs, Pr. Holli Burkard, Jean Baranski, Bob Haaf, Harold
Johnson, Marilyn Lohmann, Vicki Quraishi, Wendy Zaciewski

GUESTS:  Peter Kramp, Ann Jacobs, Nancy Stepleton, Debbie Reeb

ABSENT: Brandon DeMars,  Ashley Lewis and Jessica Reau

Meeting open with prayer and devotions by Marilyn Lohmann.  Devotions were based
on reflections of Psalm 100, taken from a daily devotional entitled, “My Soul Thirsts
for God”.  

The music staff of Grace was invited to attend this meeting, and they were present.
Bob recapped for the music staff the eight things we as the Talking Task Force have
learned.

1. The church is present where the Gospel is preached and the sacraments are
celebrated.

2. In baptism promises are made concerning participation in worship and Christian
Education.
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3. The Holy Spirit uses the Word and Sacraments to keep Christ at  the center of the
life and worship of a community of faith.

4. Worship and Christian Education are for all ages.
5. Children learn the importance of worship as they participate in worship.
6. Knowing the Bible makes worship more meaningful.
7. Worship is intergenerational while Christian Education is usually age specific.
8. Participation in Holy Communion is by invitation not by demand.

The Task Force has taken considerable time over the past months collecting
information from various groups within the church.  No recommendations for any
changes will be made to the Worship and Music committee until February, after this
information has been reviewed.

Four questions were on the meeting agenda:
1. If the Sunday morning schedule included one traditional worship service and a

Sunday School hour,  each at a different time, how would the children’s choirs be
affected?

- Nancy Stepleton, children’s choir director, commented that she did not see this as
a problem as long as the service was not too  late.

2. If there were only one Sunday morning traditional service, could all musical
groups still be scheduled to participate in worship?
- Peter Kramp, senior choir and bell choir director, commented that there would
definitely be a doubling up of choirs every Sunday with one service.   The
movement of choirs or down time would be an issue, adding approximately five
minutes per service for each choir to get into position.  Presently we have only one
musical group per Sunday.   We would not want to cut back on the number of
musical groups.

3.  If a contemporary service were held on Sunday morning:
a. How many members of the contemporary team are committed to

participating?
- Ann Jacobs, director and keyboard player, commented that the present team

would probably commit to a Sunday morning service.  Ann will be checking into
seeing if there would be others who would come forward, and be willing to
guarantee helping with this service.  She will get back to Bob with this
information as soon as possible.

a. Would there still be a week-day service?
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- Yes, due to 30 or more people who enjoy attending that service.
- No desire to move contemporary service to the sanctuary on Sunday morning.  It

would remain in the chapel. 
- Need to talk to people who attend Wed. night service.

8. If Sunday mornings included one traditional service, one contemporary service
and a Sunday School hour, each at a different time, what would the schedule be?

One possibility: 8:30 Contemporary service
9:30 Sunday School (children, high school) plus 

adult “forums” , plus social hour.
10:45 Traditional worship

- Pastor Jacobs commented, “Nothing should compete with the educational hour”.
- There was much discussion on various times of services.
- Should the contemporary service be early or between services?
- Some thought that 10:45 was not a good time for traditional worship.

Discussion took place on the frequency of Holy communion.
- If communion was at every service, plus the participation of two musical groups,

the service could go as long as 1 ½ hours  It would be hard to condense the
service.

- Communion could be at the altar rail and at the steps at the same time, (giving the
congregation the choice of regular communion or  by intinction).

- Need to maintain the dignity of the sacrament.
- Keep focus on what does God expect of us?

Meeting adjourned with prayer by Vicki Quraishi

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Lohmann


